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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
N ... WABHINGTONZ28

- o November 7, 1960
Dear Mr. Becretary:

By letter of October 12, 1960, Assistant Secretary of Comerce
for Adninistration asks whether certain recreational equipment mey be
obtained from the military depertments and furnished to several weather
stations in the Arctic region of Northern Canade.

It iz explained that under suthority contained in the act of
February 12, 1946, 60 Stat. &, 15 Us. 8. Ce 313a, the Weather Bureau has
established a meteorological reporting network consisting of five sta-
tions in cooperation with the National Mateorologlcal Service of Canads.
Each station is menned by four full-time and three summer-time Weather
Buresu employees. Canada provides an equal nurber of employees. It is
stated that because of the isolated locetions of these stations and
thelr insccessibility during winter mouths, supplies are shipped by boat
only once a year, with supplemental airlift in spring and fall. Fuil-
tine employees assigned to these stations must agree to remain fifteen
months and are given special indoctrination and trailning for swrvival
in the Arctic prior to their departure. During this treining end in-
doctrination perlod; each enployee is corefully screened in order to
essure, in so far as is possivie, that he is sulted phyeically and
tenperamentally to adjust to tie confinement sl rigorous life in the
Avetic. Despite careful screening, there have besn occasions since
establishment of these stations, where employees have been wable to
adjust to the environment, making 1% necessary to effect a replaceuent
by means of an emergency alrlift et considerable expense and at serious
Jeopardy to Government personnel and equipment.

The Assistent Secretary points out that the act of June 2, 194,
62 Stats 266, 15 Ue 8. Co 328, authorizes the military departments to
trarnsTer to the Weather Bureau without charpe and subject to the ap-
pro. . of the Bureau of the Buiset, equipment anl supplies which are
surp-us o their needs and are uccessary for the esteblishment, zaine
tenunce, and operation of thesc Arctic weallier suations. He also paints
out that, frequently, there asre available recrsationsl equipnest and
supplies such as musical instrunents, beseball equipment, horscsioe
piiching gomes, ping pong tebles, billiard tables, and si dlcr equip=
ment that could be made available for use by Weather Bure.. ersomnel
at those statioms without further cost to the Government except for
the cost of transporiation.
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It is wped that these items sre such as camnot be furnished by
the employee and that the furnishing thereof by the Goverrment would

- gerve to uninimize the problems of employee morale, This in turn would

provide more essurance for the successful operstion of the network and
savings would be realized through the reduction in the number of re-
plecerents now required and which, as previously indicated, are often
made at considerable risk to Government personnel and equipuent,

The facts presented above are similsxr to those considered in
decision of August 10, 1936, 18 Comp, e That case involved a
construction project at Midway Is end it was administratively urged
that providing of recreational equipment and fecilities at this rerote
location wes necessary to the heslth and welfare of the woriking force.
After considering the provisions of section 3678, Revised Btatutes,
wiiich restricts the use of appropriated funds solely to the objects
for vhich eppropriated, it wes concluded that even though the furnishe
irng of such equipment might be highly desirable, the providing of equip-
ment for recrestional ectivities of civilian employees of the United
States constitutes an expense which is personal 4o such employees and
may not be paid from sppropriated funds. Bee, also, 27 Comp. Gente 679

In the present case, however, in view of the isolated locations
of these Arctic weather staiions, the ¢ : ! i o

the employees during & large part of the year, the conseguent problem
of sdiugtuwent of eyployees to enviromuegt, and the ﬁ culties of
removing and replacing employees who are unable so Yo accommodate theme
Sglueg, 1t seeus reasonable to consider that equipuent intended to al-
leviate those conditions hes e direct comnection with and is essential
to the efficient and successful operation of the network. Furthernore,
under these elrcumstances, and considering that the tours of duty are
<elatively ghort together with the attendant turnover in persomnel, it
appears wmreasonable to expect or require that the employees purchase
and trensport this equipment to the stations at their personal expense.

Consequently, in view of the facts set forth by the Assistant
Secretary, if it be administratively deterwined that the equipwent is
necessaxy sb these stations to better assure successful operation of the
network, and the transfer is approved by the Bureau of the Budzet, we
will not objJect to the payment of transportation costs involved in

transporting the equipment to the network stations. g
Sincerely yours,

.

FRANK H. WEITZEL

Asglatant Couptroller Genersl
of the United States

The Honorable

5 tary Conexce '
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